USDA

e
United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Colorado State Office

Denver Federal Center

Bldg. 56 Room 2604

PO Box 25426

Denver, CO 80225-0426
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/co/snow/

Contact:
Brian Domonkos, (720) 544-2852
brian.domonkos@usda.gov

Snowpack Is Near Normal Across Colorado But Reservoir Levels Are Variable

Denver, CO — February 8™, 2022 — Mountain snowpack accumulations across Colorado have slowed
down since the beginning of the year but conditions are generally surrounding normal across the major
river basins. That said, it is important to note that percent of normal values have been updated from the
1980-2010 period to 1990-2020 so there are changes in comparison to the last decade. This change is a
standard across many other water and climate monitoring networks across the country which helps with
consistent reporting and comparability.

Currently Colorado statewide snowpack is 100 percent of normal (median) with some variation basin to
basin but with not as much variation as has been observed over the last several years. Snowpack ranges
from a low of 89 percent of normal in the Upper Rio Grande to a high of 110 percent of normal in the
Gunnison River Basin. Statewide this is 60 percent of the median peak accumulation that is generally
observed in early April.
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Water year to date precipitation, starting October 1%, is very similar to snowpack at 103 percent of
normal. NRCS hydrologist Karl Wetlaufer notes that “While the current conditions are encouraging it is
important to consider that due to the multi-year drought can effect snowmelt runoff. Dry soil conditions
going into winter can reduce the observed streamflow relative to what the observed peak snowpack ends
up being.”. Streamflow forecasts are currently lower than snowpack levels, as would be anticipated
given the conditions going into winter.

In the big picture of water supply and water availability reservoir storage is also currently a major
consideration in Colorado. Southwest Colorado currently has the lowest reservoir storage in the state
with 59 percent of normal in the Gunnison and 64 percent in the combined San Miguel, Dolores,
Animas, and San Juan Basins. The most plentiful reservoir storage in in the South Platte at 112 percent
of normal. Wetlaufer continued to note “In addition to the reservoirs within the state it should also be
kept in mind that Lake Powell and Lake Mead, are also at the lowest levels on record which has an
effect on the entire Colorado Basin and can continue to affect the headwaters here in Colorado.” There is
still much potential snowpack accumulation season to come but changing water supply conditions
should still be closely watched.

Colorado’s Snowpack and Reservoir Storage as of February 1%, 2021

LASTYR’S% | % MEDIAN LAST YEAR'S
Basin ;/&QAVSEAACT( MEDIAN RESERVOIR | o4 MEDIAN RESERVOIR
SNOWPACK STORAGE STORAGE

GUNNISON 117 154 59 80
COLORADO HEADWATERS 107 153 82 101
SOUTH PLATTE 114 158 107 93
LARAMIE-NORTH PLATTE 114 159
YAMPA-WHITE-LITTLE SNAKE 106 146 79 109
ARKANSAS 91 103 92 68
UPPER RIO GRANDE 89 78 96 73
SMDASJ* 101 121 64 60
STATEWIDE 106 135 78 84

* San Miquel-Dolores-Animas-San Juan River basin

* *For more detailed information about January 1% mountain snowpack refer to the February 1st, 2021 Colorado Water
Supply Outlook Report. For the most up to date information about Colorado snowpack and water supply related information,
refer to the Colorado Snow Survey website.
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